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Christian discipline and the existing Christian
forces which are influencing our Western civiliza-
tion. It seems certain that if the civilization
of India and Japan and China simply becomes
so far occidentalized as to accept our inventions
and material civilization, along with our Western
vices added to the vices of paganism, the new
civilization of Asia will become rotten before
it is ripe. The only hope of vigorous national
life and of permanent progress in Japan, India
and China is a large increase of ethical power.
We may add that the acceptance or rejection
of Christianity by the 800,000,000 people of
India, China, Japan and Malaysia will determine
the triumph or long delay of Christianity upon
our globe ; and that this problem will be settled
one way or the other during the present century."1
A solemn warning has been given by Sir
Robert Hart, who reorganized China's customs
and financial system: " The fear of China's
well-wishers is that Western science will simply
supply strength without principle, and bring in
materialism without higher teaching, higher
aims, higher guidance. If China accepts
Western civilization and knowledge apart from
Christianity it will prove the greatest material-
istic force the world has ever known," It was
Sir Robert's conviction that nothing could

1 Chiiwt, Mission Year Book, 1914, p. 44.